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interested in the history of Bucovina and Romania. It is of special 
interest to all those people descended from the Romanian pioneers of 
Boian, Alberta, Canada. 

This publication is a duplication of an album sent to people of 
Boian, Alberta from the 
Citizens of Boian, 
Romania in 1930. 
It depicts the history of 
Boian, Bucovina, trough 
pictures and story, from 
ancient times until 1930. 
Written in the Romanian 
Language it includes also 
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poems and drawings, from the students of Boian. The album was sent in 
exchange and response to one, sent to the people of Boian, Romania, 

 
21 August, 2005 
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Mary’s Church of Boian. 
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Friends 
On the left bank of the Prut river about 20 kilometers east of Cernauti is found the 

community of Boian. It is a well known town in northern Bucovina, because only it together 
with the town of Mahala, have maintained the customs and the national dress of the Romanian 
people. 
Boian is uniquely the most Romanian village in the north, it is situated on the left bank of the 
Prut, and above all other things it has witstood the incursions of many foreigners. 

Since the olden days, know to us, Boian has been occupied by the Romanian peasant of 
the type, depicted in the ancient days on Trajans column in Rome, and our rightful forefathers 
the Dacians and the Romans. This well known and in fact historic town, was recorded to have 
been conquered by the forces of the Polish king Sobieski in the years 1686 when they invaded 
Moldova and sacked our cities. The then ruler of Moldova, Constantin Cantemir rightfully 
defeated the Polish forces. It is written in the oldest books, that the town of Boian was once 
under the patronage of our famous historian Ion Neculce. During the years of 1830 1838, the 
Romanian boyar (wealthy land owner) constructed from brick a beautiful Romanian church for 
the people of this town. 

From 1775 when Austria tore this part of the country away from Moldova and named 
Bucovina, until the years 1812 Boian slowly, grew into a border town, into the hearth of which 
came to settle many foreigners. For a period of about 300 years the town of Boian stayed under 
the patronage of the Neculce family and the peasants their days in peace and brotherhood as it 
had been since the days of our forefathers. 

In the years 1850 the region including the town of Boian came under the rule of the 
Romanian/Polish family Stefanovich, and so ended the tranquil life of our citizens. 
The peasants entered into a conflict with the new ruler, and amidst this continuing agitation, a part 
of our citizens went over to the Greek Catholic church, then dependent on Galicia(Ukraine). At 
this time the catholic priest Chiloboviski from Sadagura (a town near Cernauti) caused a great 
friction with our Romanian orthodox church of Boian. 

All the protests and all the demands of the delegations which were sent to the then 
Episcop Hacman, together with all requests during his time, did not help at all, because the 
Emperor of Austria was not happy with the fact the Bucovinian Romanians wished to 
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Preserve their rights. In the years 1858 the Greek Catholic church was blessed which 
then had about 950 members. The Romanian Orthodox suffered a great deal from the 
interference and persecutions on the part of the Catholic missionaries. It however maintained its 
dignity up to the present day, when it numbers 3,754 believers (members). Today the Greek 
Catholic church has 721 members. Also besides these two churches is another Polish 
Roman Catholic church that has 511 members. There are also in our town several Jewish 
families that have lived amongst us for many generations, most being merchants. The Orthodox 
and Catholics are all farmers, who work the land left them by their forefathers. 
The Polish however follow different occupations. 

Before speaking of our town of Boian, Bucovina today, we must relate our situation 
before the war, which is totally different from that of today. Boian, befor the war, had many 
beautiful buildings, amongst them, three Cristians churches, a law courts building, an 
administrations building, three primary schools, a Jewish business, five parish houses, the 
mayors house and many other fine buildings. This gave Boian the appearance of a beautiful 
small city, beautified also by the many large and beautiful houses of the citizens. On the edge of 
the town is found the large properties of the Jewish neighborhood. Everyone goes about their 
lives and their lives and their work as is custom and tradition. With all this freedom the Austrian 
masters had tried to denationalize the Romanian population by infiltrating with many foreign 
elements. However the Romanians had preserved their language and customs waiting for times 
to get better for their people. 

The Romanian children attend primary school where along with Romanian they are 
obliged to learn German. The more talented students were able to go on to secondary schools, 
where the teaching is in the German language, being supporting by the Society for Bucovina and 
the Romanian Orthodox Religious fund set up to help the peasants children. This is generally 
the history of Boian up to the First World War. 
In 1914 began the war during which Boian was almost without interruption an arena of fighting 
between the Russians and the Germans. The inhabitants were evacuated and deported into 
Russia as far as the banks of the Caspian Sea, the town was destroyed by fighting. Most 
residents but not all returned in 1918. In this year Bucovina, and along with her Boian, was 
united with Romania after about one hundred years of Boian were finally seeing their dreams 
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and aspirations met. 
Slowly the inhabitants were able to rebuild their properties. A great help was that land, 

formally owned by the state, was divided up and given to the peasants. After the citizens were 
able to rebuild modest homes for themselves they were able to rebuild the public buildings and 
most of the schools and the churches. 

Before the war there were in Boian 3 primary schools; among which one (that in the town 
center) was built by Ion Neculce about 1830, as was the Romanian orthodox church. At that 
time the school was constructed to combine 8 large class rooms, offices and living space for the 
school director. This school was completely destroyed in the great battles of the war. Likewise in 
the Hlinita and Lehaceni districts were completely destroyed. These were constructed of the 
brick at the expense of the townspeople. The reconstructions of these three schools were funded 
by, in the first part a contribution from the Romanian Orthodox church fund in Cernauti. Of 
1800 cubic meters of lumbers for constructions in the value of 700,000 lei and the villagers from 
their modest means donated a sum of 800,000 lei. From the government a grant for constructions 
amounting to 500,000 lei was received. With the monies received the schools were rebuilt to enable 
the giving of learning to those in need. For the completion of the construction of these schools 
another one million lei is needed. 

The three schools today are run by 14 people, of which 12 are Romanian, one Polish 
and one Jewish. The Central school today operates with seven primary classes, one 
kindergarten class and one for boys in classes V, VI, VII. This school is attended today by 
394 students. Schools in the Hlinita and Lehaceni districts have 3 primary schools, comprising 
seven years of classes, these being attended by 180-200 students. Primary educations is free 
and compulsory between the 5-10 years of age(2 years of kindergarten and seven years primary 
educations). The schools are directed by a school committee. The parents of students are not 
required to financially support their education. School taxes do not exist. Those parents who do 
not sent their children to school are fined. They are obliged to purchase the necessary books and 
supplies. 

The school directors are paid by the government. Because of the shortage of classroom 
teaching must be don each day. The law states that teaching must be done during the day with the 
necessary break for lunch. Sundays and holidays students are obligated to go school under the 
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direction of their teachers. In the primary school are taught; religion, the Romanian 
language, math, geography, history, science, hygiene, civics, art, singing, physics, and 
housekeeping for girls and practical work for boys. All the teaching is done in the Romanian 
language. In the seventh and final year of primary school a graduating exam is given that is 
directed by School director of the District. In classes V, VI, VII it is compulsory for boys 
to learn manual work on the way to learning a trade, which is one of the best ways to prepare fOr a 
better life. 

In the years following the war all three churches were repaired. The Romanian Orthodox 
church, built by Ion Neculce, as mentioned earlier, suffered no less then 18 hits from cannons , 
but through all this the iconostas remained untouched as trough a devine miracle. Finally how 
ever; this holy place was transformed into a place to house prisoners of war, who profaned and 
destroyed all the works in the church. After the war the Romanian Orthodox religious 
foundation of Cernauti, with all their charity, repaired the exterior of the church, but the interior of 
the church; with all the necessary requirements of a place of worship, was totally renovated at the 
expence of the people of Boian. And with the unmoving faith and charity of our citizens they 
built in 1924 a belfry for the cost of 500000 lei. Today the Romanian church of Boian is in 
the same condition as before war. Since the war we have had the honor of seeing officiate a divine 
liturgy in our church, our Metropolitan The Most Reverend Nectarie, who brought to us 
your beautiful album as a sign of love that must exist between us and the community of Boian 
Marea in Alberta. 

During the church service our people listened, with tears in their eyes, to the words of his 
holiness the Metriploit; as he prayed to God for the health of the people of Boian, Romania 
and for faithful of the Romanian Orthodox church in Boian, Canada. 
Now after having received your beautiful album; together with the text, with which you bring to 
us knowledge of the life of our brothers across the Ocean, we feel indebted to sincerely thank you 
for not having forgotten your ancestors and the place of your origin and your roots. 

Your work there, which with you have established your colony of Boian in the province of 
Alberta, is a challenge, from which Romanians never back away from, and never ever lose hope 
when they see a big task before them. Brothers, we have also endured many hardships after the 
war, because we had to rebuild our Boian after the war with our very limited resources. Now 
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when we become discouraged on our own land, we can rejoice in this truth, having together 
the same obligation, and under the same spectre and belief in God we can be proud to be equal 
again in our ancient land of Romania. 

We have all primary, secondary, university, and all commercial and professional schools 
completely in Romanian. In all offices and on all corners we can hear the Romanian language 
spoken. 

Romania has many resources and exports many cereal crops. What remains in our work for 
our Lord, we have where to work and we can understand each other in our historic ancient 
language which could not be torn away from us being in a foreign land or the breath of the 
Atlantic Ocean with all its fury. 

Brothers, in closing we wish you good health, progress and strength in your work, for we 
can show the world that the Romanian people have no border. 

In the following we will explain the organization of our state. The smallest unit is the 
town council which is headed by a town mayor, whom are voted for by all the citizens including all 
women who have graduated from school. Our community of Boian is composed of many more 
villages and is governed by a communal council headed by a communal mayor. It is located in the 
Cernauti district. The district is governed by a director appointed by Royal decree. 

Our country of Romania Mare is made up of most of the counties which are inhabited by 
the Romanian people. It is governed by constitutions, by the King, through his minister, and 
the representatives of the people represented in the Commons and the Senate. 

Our King, his Majesty Michael I, being a minor, the country is governed in his name 
by a regency made up of the Prince Nicolai, the Patriarch Miron Cristea, and Constantin 
Sarateanu. 

 
 

Translated by Leslie Lutic, Boian - Alberta 
Digital version by Florin Dyrda, Boian - Bucovina 

Written at Boian, 
January 8, 1930 
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