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Friends

On the lef bank of Uhe Prut river absut 20 hilsmetors east of (Cetnauti is Sound the
commanily of (B sian. H is a well known lown in northern B ucoovina, because only il logether
with the lown of SM abala, haoe maintained the customs and the national dress sf the Romanian
pesple.

(B sian is wniguely the most Resmanian oillage in the north, il is siluated on Uhe lef Sank of the
Prut. and absoe all sther things il has wilslosd the incarsions of many, foreigners.

Gince the sliten duys. hnow to as, Boian has been sccupied by the Romanian peasant of
the type. depicted in the ancient duys on Trajans column in Rome, and sur vightful forefuthers
the Dacians and the Romans. This well known and in fact Kistoric lown, was recorded to fave
been conquered 8y the forces of the Potisk Hing G obieski in the years 1686 when they inoaded
M sttooa and sacked sur cities. T Ke then raler o/ S sletova, (Conslantin (Cantemir vightfully
defeated Uhe Potisk  forces. CH is written in the sttest Books, Uhat the town 74 (B sian was snce
andor the patronage sf sar famous KistorianFon N eculee. During the years sf 1850 1858, the
Reomanian boyar weallhy land swner) constiucted from brick a beauliful Romanian church for
the pesple sf this lown.

From 1775 when Lustvia tore this part of the country away from M slitsoa and named
B ucooina, until the years 1812 Boian slowly, grew ints a 8srdor lown, inls the Rearth of whick
came lo sellle many foreigners. Fora period sf about 500 years the lown g@) oian stlayed under
the patronage of the W ecatee family and the peasants their duys in peace and $rotherhood as i
Aad'been since Uhe days sf sut forefalhers.

CFn the years 1850 Uhe region including the lown of B sian came andor the rule of Uhe
Romanian/Polish family @tefansoich, and's.6 ended the tranguil bife sf sar citigens.

(T he peasants entered ints a conflict wilh the new 1aler, and amidst this continaing agilation, a part
ofour citigens went sver to the Gaeek (Cathslic church, then dopendent on Galicia Uhaine). (At
this lime the catholic priest @ﬂ%/om‘w/iﬁom ©] adagara (a lown near @maal‘i) caused a greal
Shiction with sar Reomanian srthsdsx church y@) sian.

Cg(@// the protests and all the demands of the delegalions whick were sent lo Uhe Uhen
“Cpiscop Wacman, logether with all reguests diing his lime, did not help at all, because the
“Bmperor of Husthia was not happy with the foct the B ucsvinian Romanians wishedto
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Preserve ther righls. CFr the years 1858 the Gueek (O atholic church was blessed whick
hen had absut 950 members. The Reomanian Orlhodox suffered a greal deal fhom the
interforence and persecutions on the part sf the (€ atlholic missionaries. CH however maintained its
dignily up Co the present duy, when il numbers 3,754 belieoers (members) (e oday the Gueek
(Cathslic churck kas 721 members. @/@0 besides Uhese tiws churches is ansther Polish
Roman (Catholic church that bas 511 members. There are alss in sar lown several Fewish

Samilies Uhat have lived amongst us for many generalions, most being merchants. (T He Orthsdor
and @f/{ﬂﬂt’& are all furmers, who work Uhe lund left Uem by Uhenr forefalhers.
(T he Pstiskh howeoer follow different sccupations.

B efore speaking of our town of (B sian, B ucovina loday, we must relale our siluation
before the war, which is lotally different from that of today. Bsian, befor the war, had many
beauliful builitings, amongstl them, thiee (Crislians churches, a law courls builiing, an
administalions Buililing, thee primary schools, a Sewish business, Sioe parish fouses, Uhe
mayors Rouse and many slher fine Suilitings. This gave B sian the appearance of a beautiful
small eily, beaulified also 8y Uhe many large and beauliful houses of the cilipens. On the edye of
the lown s _found the lurge properties of the Fewisk neighbsrhssd Goeryone goes absut thein
lives and their lives and their work as is custom and tiadition Wth all this, freedom the (Husthian
masters fad tiied o &nal?ona@w the @wnam‘aﬂ ﬂo/aa/al?on /y zwﬁ/ﬁiaﬁ‘/zy with many ﬁ/tezylz
elements. %weom the Romanians Had ‘preserved ther ltanguage and casloms wailing for times
lo get betler for Uherr pesple.

ke Romanian chitithen atfoend primary school where along with Romanian they are

obliged to learn German. (T he more talented studonts were able ts g0 on lo secondury schools,
where the teacking is in the German tanguage, being supporling by Uhe @ sciely for B ucovina and
the Romanian Orthodox Religisus fund's el up to help the peasants chilithen. This is generally
the Kistory g/(@) oian up lo the (Farst Weltd Wan,
SFn 1914 Began the war duting whick B sian was almost withsat intemaplion an arena sf fighting
between the Russians and the Germans. The inktabitants were evacuated and depsiled ints
SRussia as S as the banks of Uhe @wﬂiﬂﬂ Fea, the town was destroyed 8y fighting. M st
residents but not all returned in 1918. Fn this year (B ucosina, and along with Ker (B sian, was
united with Remania after aboul sne Kundhed years W oian were finally seeing their dheams
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aﬂ/ aw/oimfio/w mef

@ﬂmﬁ(y the inkabilants were able lo r1ebuild thetr properties. @% great Kelp was thal land]
Sormally swned by the stale, was divided up and given lo the peasants. Ca:fg/efi the cilizens were
able o 1ebuild modest homes for Uhemselves they were able Co rebuild the public Suildings and
most sf the schools andthe churches.
7y efsre the war Uhere were in (B sian 5 primary schools; amony whick one Ual in Uhe town
center) was built by Fon W eculre about 1850, as was the Romanian orthodox church. (Lt that
lime the school was constiucted lo combine 8 lurge class rooms, sffices and living space for the
school dhector. This schoolwas completely destroyed'in Uhe great battles of the wan. Loikewise in
the Hlinita and Lehaceni districts were completely dostroyed. These were constiucted of the
brick al the expense of the lownipesple. (T He neconstructions of Uhese thee schools were funded
by. in the first parl a contribulion from the Romanian Orthsdox church fund in (Cernauts. @/
1800 cubic melers of lumbers for construclions in the oalue 8f 700,000 lei and the oillagers from
lheir modest means donaled a sum of 00,000 lei. From the gooernment a grant for constructions
amounting lo 500,000 lei was received. WHF the monies received the schosls were rebuilt ts enable
the giving of leatning lo Uhose in need Fon the completion of Uhe construclion of Uhese schools
another one mitlion le is needed
(The three schsols loduy are 1un by 14 pesple, sof whick /2 are Romanian, sne Postish
and one Fewish The (Central schosl loday opetales wilh seven prmary classes, one
hindergarten class and one fo1 66ys in classes VOV, VIS, T his schosl is allended loday by
594 studonts. Bchools in the @0 Yinita and Loeflaceni districts fave 5 primary schools, comprising
seven years of clusses, Uhese being allended 8y 180-200 students. @ﬁﬁmmy educalions (s free
and compulyory between the 5-10 years of agel2 years of kindergarlen and seven years primary
educations). T He schools are dvected by a school committee. (T ke parents of sludents are not
required ls financially support their education. @chool taxes o not exist Thsse parents whe o
nol sent Uheir chilithen to school are fined! (They are o8liged ts parchase the necessary 8ooks and
supplies.
(The school directons are paid by the gooernment. (B ecause of the shortage of clussroom
leacking must be don eack day. (T He taw stales that leacking must be done during the day with Uhe
necessary reak for lunch. & undays and Kolidays students are o8ligated'ls g0 school under the
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direclion sf their leackers. I n the primary school are laught, religion, the Resmanian
language, malh, gesgraphy, Kislory, science, Hygiene, cioics, arl, singing, physics, and
Housekheeping for ginls and practical work for oys. @2// Uhe leacking is done in Uhe Resmanian
tanguage. CFn the seventh and ' final year of primary school a gradualing exam is given Uhat is
dhrected by @chlool dinector sf the Distvict Fn classes VOV, WIS it is compaliory for bsys
lo learn manual work on the way lo leatning a lade, whick is one sf the best ways ls prepare ﬂfz a
better life.

I the years, following Ue war all thee churches were repaired. (T #e Romanian Orthodsx
charch, uilt by Fon N eculie, as mentioned eartien, suffored ns less then 18 hils from cannons ,
but Uhough all this e iconostas 1emained untoucked as trough a deoine miracte, @J-}Z‘/m/(y fow
eoer; Uis Holy place was bansformed ints a place lo house prisoners of war, who profaned and
Lostroyed all the works in the church (After the war the Romanian Orthsdsx religisus

Soundation 8f C ernauts, wilh all their charity, repaired’the exterion of the church, Sul the interion of
the church with all the necessary regainements sfa place sf worship, was lolally rensoated al the
expence of the people of B sian (Hnd with the anmoving faith and charity of sur ciligens they
buill in 1924 a Belphy for the cost of 500000 lei. Toduy the Romanian church of B sian is in
the same condilion as Sefore wan. @ince the war we have had the Ronor of seeing sfficiale a divine
ltargy in our church, our @ﬂfeﬁm/ao/?faﬂ T ke M sst Reverend N ectarie, whs brought to us
your beauliful allum as a sign of love thal must exist Between us and the community sf B sian
M area in @//eﬂ&.

During the churckh service sur people listened, with lears in Ueir eyes, lo the words of Kis
Koliness he @ﬂfeﬁu/‘a&df as Ke prayed o Geod for the Keallh of the people of (B sian, Romania
and for faithful sf the Romanian Orthsdox church in(Bsian,(Canada
N ow after baving received your Seauliful alum; logelher with the loxt. wilh whick you bring ls
ws knowledye of the life of sur brolhers across Uhe Ocean, we  feel indebled o sincerely thank you

51 nol flaving forgetlen your anceslors and the place of your o1igin and’your 100ls.

Yowr work there, which wik you have established your colony of I sian in the province of
(g(z//ef/fa, s a challenge, from whick Romanians never back away from, and never eoer lose kope
when they see a big task before Uhem. (B rothers, we have also endured many hardships after the
wan, Secause we had'ls rebuitd sur (B sian afler the war with sar vety limiled resources. W ow
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w/e/z we /ecome af‘éxc’oamye/ on Ut 6n /a/za{ we can flg/'ol‘c’e on f/@w fflat% /aomy foyef/ef/
he same 0//?}mﬁ'olz, and under the same w/aecﬁle and fe/?‘t/ 7 @/ we can be /o/wu/ lo be egua/
adaai/z in our ancient land o marid.

M/é)/aoe all /Mimmy, wecolz/my, amve/wiéy, a/z/ all c’omme/lcia/ a/z/ /M?/@/M'o/za/ &c/oo/w
com/a/efe(y on %mam’a/z. (yll all ?ﬂ?‘ca/ a/z/ on all coOlnens we can /em f/e %mam’atz /a/z!aadqe
w/ao/e/z.

%mam'a /a& many res0u1ces a/z/ ex/amlfv many cereal cm/ow. mf remains in ur work f%
out gf)Mc/f we /aoe w/efw lo werk a/z/ we can aﬂ/@wfan/ eac/ 01%1”1 on oun /@'A/fofu‘c a/za‘elzf
ﬂmyaaye w/ic/ could net Be torn atvay ﬁom us /ei/zy o a ﬁfwlyﬂ /a/z/ o1 f/e ffleaf/ g/” f/e
(A tlantic Ocean with all its, fury.

@;mf/e/w, 7 c’/iu/i/zy we tm‘&/ you yoo/ /eaﬁ% /Moyfleéw a/z/ A/ffie/zyf/ 7 yom work, ﬁ” we
can Mfaw f/e woerld i f/al( f/e @:wnam‘a/z /oeola/? /aoe ne borden.

Fn the E/s/ﬁswi/zy we will ex/a/ai/z he M/améwl?oﬂ g/ our state. The smallest unit is the
fown couzzci/wl@'c/ o /ea/?/ /y a foum mayM, w/om are poled ﬁfl /y all f/e aﬁ}e/w i/zc/h/?/zy all
women w/o /aoe ymaﬁmfe/ J%m pc/oo/ @m commu/uiy g/ @0{1/1 o com/aowe/ g/ many more

01'//aye& a/z/ V7% yom”me/ f}/ a commamz/ cou/za'//ea/?/ fy a commalza/ mayM. @w localed 7 f/e
emaal?‘ disthiel CW{ distiictl is muvme/ by a direclor a 01'/11?/ b @;9 al decree.

(€ g y ppointed by Koy

@m coanﬁ(y e/ @wnam‘a Gﬂfa}w s made “wp g/ mosl 4;/ f/e counties w/fic‘/ are lh/afzfe/ f}/
f/e %/ﬂaﬂizm /oeo/o/?. @i& }woe/me/ /y colwt?fat?ww, /y f/e @;i/zy, l‘/muda/ /w mim'&fm, a/z/
f/fe M/Me&e/zfaﬁ'oe& 437” Z%e /aeo/a/e M/Me&e/zfe/ n f/e @iommww a/z/ f/e @ e/mfe.
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